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PRESS RELEASE 

EQUITA ACCELERATES EXPANSION IN FIXED INCOME 

- TWO NEW HIRES TO EXPAND FIXED INCOME OPERATIONS  

- LAUNCH OF A PROJECT TO INTENSIFY CROSS-SELLING OPPORTUNITIES AMONG BUSINESS LINES AND BOOST PRESENCE IN 

FIXED INCOME  

 

Milan, 21st November 2018 

 

Equita, the leading Italian independent investment bank, continues its expansion in fixed income, thanks also to the hiring 

of two new professionals with proven experience in the debt area: Vittorio Bertana – who brings 15 years of expertise 

working for several financial institutions in Milan and London such as Merrill Lynch and Royal Bank of Scotland – joins the 

Sales & Trading team managing the relationships with institutional clients; Luigi Pedone – a fixed income analyst with 7 

years of experience in subordinated loans, corporate investment grade bonds and European financial bonds working for 

Banco Popolare and SYZ Asset Management – joins the Research team. Their skills, combined with the expertise of 

Equita’s current professionals, will further boost operations in fixed income. 

 

With the hires of Vittorio Bertana and Luigi Pedone, Equita has completed the first phase of a project led by Carlo 

Bernasconi and Angelo Dipasquale, Co-Heads of the Fixed Income team, to intensify cross-selling opportunities in fixed 

income, involving several business lines of the group including the Research Team, the trading floor and the Debt Capital 

Markets team, part of the Investment Banking . The project will also create an integrated and cross-functional area which 

will allow Equita to better align its debt offering and provide integrated solutions to satisfy all the different needs of its 

clients. 

 

In recent years Equita has developed its specific competences in fixed income, integrating new products and services and 

dedicating significant resources to launch new initiatives. All such initiatives are aimed at consolidating the Equita position 

in the fixed income, exploiting the competences of its professionals, the long-lasting relationships with the Italian and 

foreign institutional clients and the ability to offer to the market new products and innovative services. 

 

Over the course of 2018 Equita further expanded its competences in the fixed income acquiring the Primary Markets & 

Brokerage (“Retail Hub”) and Market Making activities of Nexi S.p.A.. Thanks to the integration of this business unit into 

the group, Equita accessed complementary segments, strengthening its market making and specialist / liquidity provider 

activities on regulated markets and MTF. It also increased the number of professionals on the trading floor by adding 13 

new professionals with specific competences in fixed income. The integration allowed Equita to further improve its 

market share in terms of brokerage of bonds for third parties, increasing it to 8% on government bonds and to 5% on 

other bonds in the third quarter 20181. 

 

In July 2018, Equita signed a multi-year framework agreement with Blueglen Investment Partners to distribute funds in 

Italy and Europe with specific investment strategies focused on European credit. The first fund of this initiative, called “G10 

Blueglen Equita Total Return Credit UCITS Fund”, focuses on junior tranches of collateralised loan obligations (CLOs), junior 

bonds and credit default swaps of primary European industrial and financial companies. The fund raised Euro 50 million. 

 

Among recent initiatives dedicated to fixed income, Equita also hosted its first PIR Bond Conference in January 2018 and 

a full day dedicated to bond investors (Bond Investor Presentation) in October 2018.  

 

In 2016, Equita was among the first in Italy to launch a private debt fund focused on senior, junior, unitranche bonds and 

minority stakes in mid-size Italian corporates, an initiative that raised Euro 100 million and that, as of today, invested 

                                                                 
1 Source: Equita on data provided by ASSOSIM; third parties brokered volumes in Q3 2018 on bonds negotiated on DomesticMOT, EuroMOT and 
ExtraMOT markets of Borsa Italiana. 
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approximately Euro 70 million in eight different transactions. The private debt team has also been awarded “Team of the 

year Private Debt” during the Financecommunity Awards 2018, firmly placing it among the most established players in this 

industry. 

 

Since 2013, Equita has placed 11 bonds on the primary market, mainly corporate high-yield, which involved more than 

150 institutional investors including asset managers, banks, private bankers, brokerage firms and foundations. On the 

secondary market, Equita, through its brokerage and trading activities, exchanged more than Euro 10 billion of bonds 

involving more than 100 institutional clients, more than doubling revenues in this area in the last five years. 
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ir@equita.eu  

Close to Media 

Ufficio Stampa – Adriana Liguori 

adriana.liguori@closetomedia.it 

 

Equita is an independent investment bank, reference partner for Italian companies and institutional investors, with 45 years of experience. The business 

model is clear and focused: Sales & Trading on equities, bonds and derivatives for domestic and international institutional customers is combined with a 

high profile Investment Banking platform dedicated to advisory to companies and financial institutions. Proprietary Trading, with market making activities 

and advice on valuation of financial instruments, and Alternative Asset Management, providing traditional portfolio management on concentrated 

positions along with innovative private debt and private equity portfolio management, such as the special acquisition vehicle (SPAC), complete the range 

of specialized and synergic services offered. Moreover, all business lines are continuously supported by a Research team recognized for its excellence. 

Independent advice and deep knowledge of capital markets grant Equita credibility among domestic and international institutional investors, ensuring a 

unique positioning in the Italian market, with a focus on mid & small caps. 
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